
October 2019

JOIN US TONIGHT!
The October PTO Meeting is Tuesday evening in the library at 6:30.

Principal Seidl's Spotlight
Take time to develop and nurture what matters: 

The value of relationships.

It is with deep pride that I welcome this 2019-20 school year. Thank you for your grace and
support as I experienced the loss of my father September 4th. I am very grateful to the families,
staff, and district for their support during this difficult time. My dad was my greatest cheerleader in
life and I miss him dearly. As I spent time with him and prepared his eulogy, I reflected on his
greatest gift, relationship. Our home always had neighbors and friends filling it, and my dad
would always have time to stop, share a story or two and laugh. He was a farmer and did odd
jobs, including driving my kindergarten bus. He did not have a lot of wealth, but he had what he
needed to live his good life...relationships.  

Interestingly, upon my return, our school was
designated as an Exemplary High Performing
Schools National Blue Ribbon School for 2019
by U. S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos.  In
preparing materials for this honor last year, I
was asked what contributed to the school’s
success. I summarized the following:

At VHE we believe that relationships support
our collective agency. Teachers, families,
students and our community working
together make VHE the best school it can be! Our school community believes that doing this
work together is the only way to do this work. 

So while my dad is not here to cheer me on any longer...I hope that his legacy of valuing
relationships will live on in the way that I live my own life and my work as your Principal. It is truly
an honor and gift to have this privilege of serving Van Hise Elementary.

See above: Ms. Kraemer’s Classroom proudly w earing their 2019-20 blue ribbon t-shirts!
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PTO MEETING
Join us for our monthly PTO meeting
in the library. Childcare is provided.

All are welcome!

6:30 - 8:00 pm

WOW CHALLENGE
Meet at Segoe & Mineral Point,

LaCrosse & Waukesha or Waukesha
& Segoe.

8:15 am

OCT.07
4TH & 5TH

ACADEMIC SUCCESS NIGHT
Dinner provided. Grade level

presentations at 5:30.

4:45 - 6:30 pm

OCT.14
2ND & 3RD

ACADEMIC SUCCESS NIGHT
Dinner provided. Grade level

presentations at 5:30.

4:45 - 6:30 pm

OCT.19
SCHWOEGLER'S

FUNDRAISER
Mention Van Hise to raise money for

our PTO.

schwoegler.com

OCT.21
K & 1ST

ACADEMIC SUCCESS NIGHT
Dinner provided. Grade level

presentations at 5:30.

4:45 - 6:30 pm

OCT.29
PARENT EDUCATION NIGHT

A discussion, "Parents & Public Schooling: Placing Equity at the Center" with Dr.
Linn Posey-Maddox, PhD. Cohosted with Hamilton Middle School. Held in the Van

Hise Library. Free child care provided. Please RSVP.

6:00 - 7:30 pm

WOW CHALLENGE

Join the Van Hise Community this Wednesday for
the Walk or Wheel Challenge. Wednesday,
October 2 is National Walk or Bike to School Day.
Van Hise is competing against other Madison
Elementary Schools to see who can get the most
kids active by walking/biking to school. Meet at
8:15 am at any of these three corners - Segoe &
Mineral Point Road, LaCrosse Lane & Waukesha or Waukesha & Segoe. Parents are
encouraged to accompany and assist if possible. - Ms. Sorensen, Van Hise P. E. Teacher

http://schwoegler.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parents-public-schooling-placing-equity-at-the-center-tickets-72738521877


KOATS FOR KIDS COLLECTION
IS IN FULL SWING!

The greatest demand continues to include infant and
toddler snowsuits and jackets, and larger teen jackets
(size 16-22). People may also donate directly to area Klinke
Cleaners or Dane County Lussier Family YMCAs if that is
more convenient.

Distribution of items will commence October 15 - 27 at the
Community Action Coalition's Free Clothing Center at 1717
N. Stoughton Road in Madison. For more info, call 608-
246-4730 or visit www.cacscw.org

Let's fill the bin through
Thursday, October 3rd
with gently used winter
gear including:
- coats
- snow pants
- scarves
- hats
- mittens/gloves
- boots

A TRAFFIC MESSAGE

Van Hise is a community school where the bulk of our
441 students walk to school. We have only one bus! To
ensure the safety of all students, we have procedures
and supervision schedules in place.  There are two
locations that students use to access our schools,
Segoe Road which has a driveway to our staff parking
lot, and Waukesha Street which has newly constructed
steps going to the breezeway. Here are a few important
tips:

Segoe Road:
The bus enters the school from this location.
NO CARS are permitted to use this driveway
at arrival and dismissal. Cars are to park on
Segoe road and use the sidewalk for
dropping off and picking up students.

Waukesha Street:
Cars cannot be parked and left unattended
during arrival and dismissal on the school
side of the street. This is under city ordinance.
These areas are clearly marked and police
will monitor and ticket.

There is parking on the residential side of Waukesha but PLEASE cross the street at the
crosswalk with the crossing guard.  A video was developed for our incoming kinder
families. Parking guidelines are shared at 1 minute 45 seconds (Link to K welcome video)

2019 NATIONAL BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOL

On September 26th, 2019, State Superintendent Carolyn
Stanford Taylor congratulated Van Hise Elementary on
receiving National Blue Ribbon School honors from the
U.S. Department of Education. She added “Students,
teachers, families, educational support staff, school, and
district leadership, all of you can take pride in achieving
this national honor, which recognizes schools' success
for all students.” 

http://www.cacscw.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_LVlfGPhQ4&feature=youtu.be


Schools were nominated by the state superintendent in
January and completed a rigorous application that
underwent a national review process. Van Hise is one of 8
schools in Wisconsin and one of 362 schools in the
nation to be recognized in 2019. An all-school assembly
was held on 9/27 to share the news with students. Ms.
Seidl shared that to be a blue ribbon school, just like a
good chocolate chip cookie, you need a good recipe. She
added that the recipe for our school’s success has three
ingredients: excellent staff and teachers, amazing
families, and incredible students! We will be celebrating
as a school community in October, stay tuned for further
updates. Congratulations!

PLAYGROUND UPDATES
At the onset of the school year, a letter of concern regarding the safety of our playground
equipment was shared with me that was forwarded to our district’s safety risk management
director. The equipment was inspected as a result and ordered to be removed as it posed a
safety risk. We are fortunate to have had a wonderful new play structure installed last summer so
while the old equipment is missed, we do have a structure for our students.  

Please know that we will be discussing plans for additional equipment and upgrades to our
playground. Contact me if you would like to help us launch the next phase of our playground
renovations - your involvement is very important to the success of this work and I am grateful for
your consideration, Mary

THE PTO NEEDS YOU!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: One Night Only
The PTO is looking for volunteers on the evening of October 3rd
from 7:30 - 9:30 to help with materials for fundraising. For planning
purposes, please email or call (408.386.7161) Matt Cooper
Borkenhagen if you are interested.

VOLUNTEER FOR THE YEAR
Are you a conduit? Do you love your child's teacher and want to be sure that they know it and get
the support that they need? Be a classroom rep for the 2019-20 school year. Keep in touch with
the teacher, receive information about what is happening in the PTO to share with other families
and recognize your teacher on special days throughout the school year. Support and information
will be provided to you. Email volunteer@vanhisepto.org

HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR THE
PTO

mailto:mcooperborkenhagen@gmail.com
mailto:volunteer@vanhisepto.org


On Saturday, October 19th, we hope you'll make your
way to Schwoegler's Entertainment Center. You can
enjoy a lane for 2 hours for the discounted rate of $50
during any open hours that day. Don't forget to mention
the Van Hise PTO to help us raise money for our school!

*Click on the flyer for a larger image!

PARENT EDUCATION NIGHT
Parents & Public Schooling: Placing Equity at the Center

This event is sponsored by the Van Hise PTO & Hamilton Middle School PTO.
OCT. 29 | 6:00 - 7:30 | VAN HISE LIBRARY

Please RSVP so that we can make sure we have a sufficient amounts of food and
number of childcare providers. RSVP HERE

Join us for a FREE informative, engaging
discussion with Dr. Linn Posey-Maddox,
PhD.
She will present and lead a discussion on:

Laying the Foundation: Placing
Race, Racism, and Schooling in a
Historical Context
Comprehensive Racial Learning
and Race-Conscious Parenting
How Racial Inequalities are
(Re)Produced In and Outside of
Schools
Moving from Discussion to Action

This is an opportunity to gather with our
school communities on a topic of
widespread, long-standing importance for
all of us, and to reflect on how we can
center equity in schooling.

All families are welcome and encouraged
to attend. FREE childcare will be provided.
Students are also welcome to stay for the
discussion with Dr. Posey-Maddox. FREE
snacks will be provided.

It’s time for the Fall
Box Tops Challenge! 

Box Tops is a program that helps us earn free
money for our school. The collection will run
October 1 - 18. Collection sheets will come
home with each child soon if they haven't
already, but feel free to send Box Tops to your classroom teacher in a baggie labeled with your
teacher's name. The class that collects the most will get to choose between an EXTRA ART class
with Mr. Lynch or an EXTRA GYM class with Ms. Sorensen!

SPECIAL AREA SPOTLIGHTS
Each month, discover some of the wonderful projects being undertaken by students and teachers

at our school. This month, enjoy spotlights focused on Music and REACH!

Music Notes

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parents-public-schooling-placing-equity-at-the-center-tickets-72738521877


From Margaret Jenks (2-5) and
David Olson (K/1)

Ms. Jenks: 2nd - 5th Grades
We have started the music year with the theme: "Our
Stories." We have talked about how WHO we are changes
how we hear and interpret a work of art (music). We are also
examining how rhythms, melodies and harmonies can
create a feeling and composing musical scores to our own
short stories. It has been tricky for some students to realize
the difference between music that creates a feeling and
"sound effects", but they have really been growing in their understanding of harmony and rhythm
and have come up with some excellent "movie scores". We look forward to continuing our
exploration of music and stories by working with the opera-theater company "Opera for the
Young" on a production of Pirates of Penzance. We will sing and perform alongside the opera
professionals on November 14th at 1:30!

Mr. Olsen: K - 1st Grades
At the start of our year in Kindergarten and 1st grade
music, we have been learning about how stories
are told with music as a part of our "Telling our
Story" theme. We created story books using pictures
to help understand that stories can be told without
words; come and see the story your child chose to
tell in pictures in our classroom story book, seen
here! We would be happy to share these with you at our upcoming conferences.
To continue our understanding of musical stories, we performed the Carnival of the Animals by
Camille Saint-Saëns. Students learned how to be a good listener for a performance as well as
how to be a good performer. We learned how the different animals in the story were shown
through musical concepts such as high and low, and fast and slow. You can find the audio here:
Carnival of the Animals.
Looking ahead, we will be choosing poetry to set to our own music using our voice and
instruments, and learning parts to Gilbert & Sullivan's The Pirates of Penzance, culminating in a
visit from Opera for the Young performers in November.

REACH in October

K - 1st Grades
Kindergarteners will learn how to check out books, practice identifying fiction and nonfiction
materials, and learn where they are located in the LMC. First graders will venture into the Van

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2RPKMJmSp0


Hise Library Portal to listen to audio book selections that include the theme of music and rhyme.
They will review and practice their computer skilsl by using the computer program “Melody
Maker,” to create minimalist melodies.

2nd - 3rd Grades
Students will be working in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) centers in
small groups. They will visit new centers for the next few weeks.

4th - 5th
Students will be working in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) centers in
small groups. They will visit a new center each week for eight weeks.

FROM THE OFFICE: ATTENDANCE
AND VOLUNTEERS

As we settle in to a new school year, we’d like to remind everyone of a few
things that are familiar and yet a bit different this year.

BE ON TIME TO SCHOOL
With the start of the new year we have a new start and end time for the school days. The school
day begins at 8:40am, which means students should be in their classrooms at this time to begin
the day. Students are expected to be here by 8:35 when the bell rings to line up and come in with
classmates. If your child arrives at 8:40 or after, they will be tardy and should stop in the office to
check in so that they won’t be marked absent and can also be counted for lunch if needed. When
a child is late to class, they miss important instructions about the day ahead, and the teacher
must take the time to get them caught up. In addition, many children feel self-conscious about
walking in late, so please help them be here on time.

BEING ABSENT
If a child will be absent, parents can report it in one of several ways. The easiest is to call the
Safe Arrival line at 204-4807. This is checked a few times each morning up to about 9:30am.
You may also enter an absence in Infinite Campus yourself. At the district web site, choose For
Families, then Attendance, and then Reporting an Absence. Here is the link:
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/reporting-absence. You can email the teacher as well, but it is
not necessary as attendance is managed by the office. However, if you do email the teacher,
please copy Miss Ann in as well since she handles attendance and sometimes teachers don’t
see, or forget to share, an email about an absence. Miss Ann’s email is
ajesseschwab@madison.k12.wi.us. These are all ways to let us know if a child is coming late
following an appointment as well.

PLANNED ABSENCES
If your child will miss school for a planned event such as a wedding, family event, or perhaps a
trip, you must complete a Planned Absence Request. This is either the yellow form we have in the
office, or you can do it online, following the steps above for attendance and then choosing For
Vacations, Trips, etc. here is the LINK. You do not need to use this form for appointments; you
can send a note to the teacher about those, or you can call Safe Arrival to report them.

CHANGES TO END OF DAY PLANS
If your child will be doing something other than their typical end of day dismissal plans, please
call the office directly to report this. Please do not leave this on the Safe Arrival line, as we cannot
guarantee that we will see an email about such a change before the end of the day to make sure
your child’s teacher is aware of it. By calling the office, office staff will make sure the teacher gets

https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/reporting-absence
mailto:ajesseschwab@madison.k12.wi.us
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/pre-approved-planned-absences


informed of a child going home with a friend, not riding the bus, not going to Afterschool, or being
picked up by another person (especially someone not listed as a contact for your child).

VOLUNTEERING
ALL VOLUNTEERS must complete the volunteer application AND BE APPROVED before they can
volunteer in the classroom, on field trips, or in any other capacity. This is district policy. It is simple
and done online; you will receive an email when you are approved. It is good for one calendar
year, and the system will email you when you need to update your application. PLEASE
COMPLETE IT NOW IF YOU WILL VOLUNTEER AT ANY TIME THIS YEAR. Here is the link: CLICK
HERE

THANK YOU!!

VHE SCHOOL WEBSITE * VHE PTO WEBSITE

https://appgarden6.app-garden.com/VolTrackWI3269.nsf
https://vanhise.madison.k12.wi.us/
https://vanhise.madison.k12.wi.us/
http://vanhisepto.org/

