
December 2019

Principal Seidl's
Spotlight

Welcome to our shortest month of the
school year... 14 instructional
days! While we appreciate and look
forward to breaks, it does make it
difficult to sustain the momentum that
we have from a successful second
quarter.  
 

Here are a few suggestions for things to do over this break
https://handsonaswegrow.com/fun-things-over-winter-break-kids/

READ TOGETHER - anything at any
time!
Color a coloring page completely
Cut paper snowflakes
Make a fort to cover the living room
Watch a favorite movie inside the fort
Build a snowman (real or a craft)
Donate old toys & books to a local
charity or daycare
Do a puzzle bigger than you’ve ever
done before

Write a thank you letter to someone in
gratitude.
Go on a flashlight scavenger hunt
Make a magazine collage
Have a sleepover
Stay in pajamas all day
Go sledding
Drink hot chocolate
Look at photos from the year
Do a year-end interview

If you choose to do one, two, or three of the above, or if you create your own lovely
moment, please feel free to share them with me during break
(mseidl@madison.k12.wi.us). I will welcome the opportunity to cherish the
memories with you and perhaps even share them on our VHE Facebook page!
 
Above all else, as you enjoy the winter break (December 23 through January 3),
please consider finding time to make happy memories - it is the “greatest legacy” we
can leave our children.

Warmly,
Ms. Seidl

Events at a Glance | December

DEC.09
NO SCHOOL

DEC.17
CHIPOTLE FUNDRAISER

https://handsonaswegrow.com/fun-things-over-winter-break-kids/
https://handsonaswegrow.com/winter-christmas-coloring-pages/
https://handsonaswegrow.com/make-easy-snowflakes-snowy-garland/
https://handsonaswegrow.com/christmas-flashlight-scavenger-hunt-kids/
https://handsonaswegrow.com/sorting-pictures-of-living-and-nonliving-things/
https://handsonaswegrow.com/year-end-interview-kids/
mailto:mseidl@madison.k12.wi.us
mailto:volunteer@vanhisepto.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/a35ed802501/600a44cf-f389-4263-a9c3-575540e4f725.pdf


Staff development day Help raise money for Van Hise by
eating at the Chipotle at 4000
University Ave. Don't forget to

mention VHE!

4:00 - 8:00 pm

DEC.17
PLAYGROUND PLANNING

COMMITTEE MEETING
Join the newly forming playground

committee to work towards adding to
our playground. Location TBD. Email

Carousel Bayrd at
cbayrd@gmail.com for more info.

6:30 - 8:00 pm

DEC.23-JAN.03
WINTER BREAK

Enjoy your time off, and see
you next year!

Van Hise Welcomes
MULTICO!

 
We welcomed MULTICO for our second
quarter assembly (see photos
below). This group of thirty-two West High
School seniors who reflect the diverse
ethnic and racial population of Madison's
schools, present a 30-minute production
that focuses on the concerns and
experiences of children and adolescents in a multicultural, multilingual urban
environment. MULTICO, founded in 1997 by Rebecca Jallings, writes and performs
short sketches that highlight race, gender, and conflict, providing another tool for
classroom teachers to use as we all work towards a more empathetic world.

Following each performance, company members met with some classes, providing a
chance for students and actors to respond to and reflect on the issues, themes, and
ideas within the play as they relate to the lives and beliefs of the students both in
the audience and onstage. It was very engaging and fun! Ask your Hedgie if they
enjoyed seeing kids from their own High School visit our school.

Help raise money for Van Hise at Chipotle on December 17th!

mailto:cbayrd@gmail.com


Do you use Amazon? Did you know that the PTO can receive
donations through your Amazon purchases using Amazon Smile?

Visit AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) and on your first visit select Van Hise
Elementary PTO to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin
shopping. They will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you
make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. See smile.amazon.com/about
for more information.

THE PTO NEEDS YOU!

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com/about


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The PTO is a wonderful way to connect with fellow
Van Hise families and to take an active role in
making so many of our wonderful traditions
happen! There are roles large and small available.
If you're not ready for a specific role, we welcome
newcomers to simply come and listen to get a feel

for the organization to see if they want to take on a larger volunteer
commitment. The PTO meetings are a great way to do this! Our next
meeting is January 14th at 6:30 in the library.

At this time, we have some specific roles to fill, so we send them out to you,
our community. We are a supportive organization, so there is guidance and
help along the way.

Be a Classroom PTO Rep
Sign up to be a conduit between the PTO and your child's classroom community.
Many classrooms do not yet have a rep for this year!

Playground Committee
We in the process of putting together a new committee to work on adding equipment
and design features to our playground. We welcome your voice! Join us for our first
meeting on Tuesday, December 17th from 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Location TBD. Email
Carousel Bayrd at cbayrd@gmail.com for more info.

Food for the Winter Carnival
Coordinate pizza order & delivery, secure fruit donations from local grocery stores,
purchase chips, plates & napkins (cost is reimbursable) and coordinate volunteers
to serve the night of the event. 
Event date: Friday, February 21st. 
Estimated hours: 10-12.

Multi-Cultural Night
Coordinate a potluck dinner and performances by students, families and area dance
troupes. 
Event date: March 6 
Estimated hours: 20-30

Science Night
We need someone to coordinate exhibits and, if willing, coordinate the exhibit of kid
science projects. This would be great for a pair of people.
Event date: April 17 
Estimated hours: 20-30 

After School Coordinator 
A longer term need
Work with a great team to help schedule after school classes. Work with teachers to
help plan and schedule the after school class offerings. 
Need: Immediate 
Estimated hours: 8-10 hours per month.

mailto:cbayrd@gmail.com


There are lots of additional volunteer needs, and we will
feature them in upcoming newsletters.

Email our PTO president, Jodie Thill, at prez@vanhisepto.org for more
information!

MADISON WESTSIDE
Softball Skills Camp

Coaches from Madison West and
Memorial will host a youth softball
skills camp on December 30th
from 1:00-4:00 pm at the Madison
Memorial Field House.

Work on developing your
fundamental hitting, fielding &
base running skills!

Open to players
8 - 12 years old

$25 Registration fee

Click on the form to the right for a
printable registration form that
includes more details.

SPECIAL AREA SPOTLIGHTS

Art Happenings
From Mr. Lynch

What a fantastic year so far! The artists
of Van Hise were able to see their hard
work on display at our November art
show (during conferences).

Thank you to all who came and helped celebrate our young creators' efforts. Keep
an eye out for new work appearing in the display case across from the office.

Coming soon: Terrace Town (4th and 5th grades), and CLAY!

mailto:prez@vanhisepto.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/a35ed802501/600a44cf-f389-4263-a9c3-575540e4f725.pdf


PE in November
From Ms. Sorensen

Dear families,

As we are approaching the colder and snowy weather I wanted to remind you that
students should have an extra pair of athletic shoes in their locker for PE. Students
that wear boots or muddy shoes will be asked to use the ones I have and I am
limited on sizes. Also, if you have nicer shoes that your children no longer use or
grew out of. I could use some of all sizes for students to use. Thanks!

Ms. Sorensen

Music Notes
From Margarent Jenks (2-5) and David Olson (K/1)

Mr. Olsen: K - 1st Grades
Mr. Olson's classes have been exploring ideas of musical beat and meter.
Kindergarten and 1st Grade music student's "Big Question" this week was, "How is
two different from three?" We explored how they are different in math and art, with
many students giving answers such as "three is one more than two," "three is longer
than two," and "three and two have different shapes," just to name a few. We
explored how in music, counting in two and three can feel very different! To see how
this works, we have taken musical games, poems, and songs and created motions
to express the various underlying meter. Between now and the end of the year, we
will move our exploration and performance of beat and meter onto the drums. We
wish you and your family a healthy and happy end to the year!

Ms. Jenks: 2nd-5th grade
After finishing up our study of "Telling Our Stories" (Examining the ways that Music
connects with stories, concluding with the opera, Pirates of Penzance), we are now
practicing rhythm and pitch reading. Rather than focusing on a single line of a
rhythm or melody, we are learning mallet, triangle, drum, piano and other instrument
parts that can then fit together to create a whole ensemble! Students are finding
that while one line may seem easy, it can be hard to count and hold your part when
there are other things going on in different parts. But, as one 5th grader said after a
class successfully played three parts together, "That was perhaps the most
satisfying thing I've done all year!" There is something really fun about seeing how
one simple part fits with a more complex whole!



In other news, Carnegie Hall in NYC is sending a film crew to capture some of the
work that we did last year when we participated in their pilot of a new curriculum
called "Musical Explorers". Some volunteer 3rd and 4th graders are coming after
school to try and recreate some of the lessons material from their 2nd and 3rd
grade experience. Hopefully, they will inspire other teachers to try the great
resources that Carnegie Hall has to offer!

REACH in December

K - 1st
Kindergarten students will learn about 2 dimensional shapes and will work with
tangram manipulatives and computer games to practice building with flat shapes.
First grade students will begin solving STEM Q-tip and PlayStix challenges and
explore solutions involving building mazes, symmetry, and bridge construction.

2nd - 3rd
Students will be finishing up their work in STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Math) centers in small groups. They are visiting new centers
to explore, design, create, and learn for the month of December.

4th - 5th
Students will continue working in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Math) centers in small groups. They will visit new centers to explore, design,
create, and learn for the month of December. We will be moving to Passion Projects
in January.

VHE SCHOOL WEBSITE * VHE PTO WEBSITE

https://vanhise.madison.k12.wi.us/
https://vanhise.madison.k12.wi.us/
http://vanhisepto.org/

