
November 2019

JOIN US!
November PTO Meeting: Tuesday, November 12th in the library at 6:30

Principal Seidl's
Spotlight

Welcome snow! As I write this we are experiencing one of
our first snow falls - it brings a close to a beautiful October
and welcomes a gratitude-filled November.  

For three of the four Mondays in October, we welcomed
families to our annual academic success nights. Thank
you to the 318 families of Van Hise students that attended
these events. This was 31 more families than last year and
represents 72.1% of our total school population! We served
1,356 slices of pizza, 27 bags of lettuce, 17 bags of carrots

and countless cookies! It is an honor to host families as we work together to share strategies to
support our students’ reading by using our school-wide book, Say Something! by Peter H.
Reynolds. This text not only supports our students’ literacy acquisition, but also reflects our
school-wide theme of lifting student, family, staff, and community voice.  

While there was a great deal to appreciate in
October, November brings its own share of
gratitude! On November 7th, we welcome all
families to join us at 3:00 for a celebration of our
Blue Ribbon award. We have invited Madison
West’s jazz ensemble and dance team, as well
as district administration and board members, to
honor our school’s receipt of this National
award. A little later, on November 21st, we will
host families for Fall parent-teacher conferences. We look forward to your joining us for a 20-
minute conference that provides an opportunity for individualized attention. We will then close out
November taking some time off of school to reflect and be grateful along with our families over
the Fall break November 27, 28, and 29. I sincerely want to thank you for joining us in partnership
- “Together may we give our children the roots to grow and the wings to fly.” If there is anything
that I can do to help nourish our partnership, please do not hesitate to reach out. It truly makes
Van Hise a wonderful place to be!

With gratitude, Mary
*Parents enjoy 4th and 5th grade academic success night.

mailto:volunteer@vanhisepto.org


Events at a Glance | November

NOV.04
FUNDRAISER: ROMAN
CANDLE on Monroe St.

Eat pizza and help raise money for
our school. Mention the Van Hise

PTO.

All Open Hours

NOV.12
PTO MEETING

Join us for our monthly PTO meeting
in the library. Childcare is provided.
We will vote on Fall grants. All are

welcome to join and vote!

6:30 - 8:00 pm

NOV.15
EARLY RELEASE DAY

11:45 am

NOV.20-21
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

Join us in the library for the annual
Scholastic Book Fair.

11/20 3:30 - 6:00 pm
11/21 9:00 am - 7:00 pm

NOV.21
NO SCHOOL &

CONFERENCES

All day & Evening

NOV.22
SCHOOL DANCE

Join us in the cafeteria for a luau!

6:00 - 8:00 pm

NOV.27-29
FALL BREAK

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

We are excited to be hosting our Annual
Scholastic Book Fair November 20-21st.
The event will take place in the library.

It will be open on
Wednesday, 11/20 from 3:30 - 6:00 pm
& on Thursday, 11/21 from 9:00 am - 7:00 pm.

This means that it will be open during conferences! We hope to see you there.



Don't forget to order from or stop by The Roman Candle on Monday,
Nov. 4th for great pizza. Mention the Van Hise PTO, and raise money

for our school!

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

The Fall Box Tops Challenge has ended.
Thank you for taking time to clip and send Box
Tops in to school! We raised over $550! Ms.
Drenk's class won the challenge by collecting

almost 500 Box Tops. We appreciate all your efforts to help raise money for Van
Hise. The next Box Tops Challenge will be in February. Keep on clipping and
collecting.  

Box Tops has an APP!  
Collect digitally by using the Box Tops app. See this link to learn more.  

Thank you for clipping!

https://www.boxtops4education.com/


SPECIAL AREA SPOTLIGHTS

Art Happenings
From Mr. Lynch

Greetings VHE Families! The art room has been a busy spot
this year. So far, the Van Hise Hedgehogs have been hard at
work learning new skills and concepts. Kindergarten and first
grade are bravely tackling color theory while second grade
started the year off with careful observational paintings and is
now on to Crazy Screaming Monsters! It's always good to
take a moment and think about the fine line between
craftsmanship and creativity.  

Third grade is well into their perspective unit with layered
landscapes and galaxy-sucking black holes. Fourth grade has
been exploring the mysteries of optical illusions and is now in
the midst of transforming tints to shades! Lastly, the fifth



graders are finishing up a great Van Hise tradition: Lego Self
Portraits. 

 It's hard to believe that quarter one is already nearing its
end! As we move forward, our school-wide focus will be shifting
towards pirate prop creation for the upcoming Opera For the
Young performance: 'Pirates of Penzance' (November 14th
from 1:30-2:30 in the gym).  Stay tuned for more updates on
our Van Hise Artist community! 

Sincerely,
Mr. Lynch

PE in November
From Ms. Sorensen

This month our students will be focusing on dance/movement, fitness and nutrition. 

Kindergarten students will be learning about moving in general space along with changing
speeds and levels. Students will work on their locomotor skills such as skipping, galloping,
sliding, jumping, hopping and running. 

First grade and Second grade  students will be reviewing locomotor skills such as
skipping, galloping, sliding, jumping, hopping and running. They will then be working on weight
transfer of one body part to another and putting those skills into different games. 

Third - Fifth grade  students will combine locomotor movement patterns and dance steps to
create and perform an original dance. They will also learn about appropriate pacing for different
fitness games and start training for the mile run. 

I would love for you to ask your student about what is happening in PE to stay up to date. I hope
you can get out with your children and be active! 

Music Notes
From Margarent Jenks (2-5) and David Olson (K/1)

Ms. Jenks: 2nd - 5th Grades
K-5 Students have been excited to explore The Pirates
of Penzance operetta in anticipation of Opera For the
Young's performance on November 14th! The
performance is highly participatory, as students will be
invited to sing along on a few parts of the opera. (While
16 3rd-5th graders will be singing up in front, ALL VHE
students know the music well and will sing from the
audience.)

We know the story really well, have studied paradox, parody,
irony, and satire in the 2nd-5th grades (4 kinds of funny) and
are really looking forward to hearing hits like the Modern
Major General, A Paradox and Poor Wandering One from



real, live, opera singing professionals! If you would like to
read more about the opera, hear your child sing along with
the practice tracks or explore other opera resources, you can
go to operafortheyoung.org and access the Student
Resources.

We will have limited seating for parents at the November
14th opera (1:30), but note that it is an Opera For the Young
Experience geared toward our students and not a concert-
type performance.

Mr. Olsen: K - 1st Grades
Kindergarten and 1st grade music classes have been focused on preparations for our visiting
guest artists from Opera for the Young in their production of The Pirates of Penzance on
November 14th at 1:30pm. In addition to learning many new songs and vocabulary words, we
have learned many new musical ideas and skills through musical performance, expression, and
exploration. Beyond our classroom learning, the primary focus of this event is a musical
performance for our students by operatic professionals, with limited participation from our
students in the audience.

Thank you to the many families who attended academic success night! It was a pleasure to meet
so many of you. Below you'll find a link to an activity you can complete with your child that fits in
with our "Telling our Story" theme. We want to know how music is a part of your family's story.
Some ideas to help you complete this activity could include; having a dance party to your favorite
music at home, writing a letter to a relative asking about the music of their childhood, or
researching your family's cultural and musical heritage online.
Music Tree Activity Link

REACH in October

K - 1st Grades
Kindergarten will begin learning how to connect headphones and a mouse into Chromebooks
along with practicing logging in to our VHE library portal. First grade students will begin solving
Lego STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) challenges in small groups.

2nd - 3rd Grades
Students will be working in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) centers in
small groups. They will visit a new center each week for six weeks.

4th - 5th
Students will continue their work in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math)
centers in small groups. They will visit a new center each week for six weeks.

http://www.operafortheyoung.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Giu5tcR5OVfyoTdPgPgUPOCUvvvWcFeFzoKevWMjq4/edit?usp=sharing


FROM THE OFFICE

A few friendly reminders for
families!

DROP OFF & PICK-UP
A reminder as the snow begins and the temps drop, that students must be dropped
off on Waukesha or Segoe and NOT in the parking lot. No cars are permitted in the
parking lot at arrival and dismissal for safety reasons.  

OFFICE CHECK-IN 
All visitors, including parents, must check in at the office. They must also wear their
nametag while in the building.

After our morning bell, we keep all doors locked for our students’ safety. We ask
that you respectfully enter and sign in at the office. To support our students’
instruction, parents are asked to avoid being in the school hallways during our
instructional time, 8:40 to 3:37.

STUDENT RESPONSE PROTOCOL TRAINING
Student Response Protocol training will be completed next week for all students in
grades K through 5. Students have received training on our universal safety
practices. We are grateful for our teachers’ and support staff’s support to instruct
students on district protocols and practices in safety. One of these practices
includes monthly fire drills - students and staff have done an excellent job of
executing this protocol. Thank you Hedgies!

THE PTO NEEDS YOU!
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
We are always looking for extra help - large and small.
If you'd like to be involved, we'd love to hear from you!
Another great way to stay informed about the goings on
at Van Hise and to learn about ways to become further
involved is by joining us for our monthly PTO meeting.

This month, we'll be meeting on Tuesday, November 12th, from 6:30 - 8:00 in the
library.

Email prez@vanhisepto.org

VHE SCHOOL WEBSITE * VHE PTO WEBSITE

mailto:prez@vanhisepto.org
https://vanhise.madison.k12.wi.us/
https://vanhise.madison.k12.wi.us/
http://vanhisepto.org/

